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BALTIMORE, FEBRUARY 15,1833. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. | | 


The venerable writer of the following letter 
was amongst the earliest friends of Reform, and 
almost as soon as the organization of societies 
was commenced amongst the friends of Repre- 
sentation, he nobly volunteered his influence as 
a worthy citizen, and his services as a success: 
ful and highly useful minister, not only in their 
behalf, but also united himself to the societies: 
which instituted and organized the Methodist. 
Protestant Church. It will be seen by this let- 
ter, that he continues to labour eztensively in the 
vineyard of the Lord, and in the cause of Chris- 
tian Liberty. We shall be pleased to hear often 
from our brother Forrest. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MARYLAND. 
Pipe Creek, January 25, 1833. 

Mr. Editor,—At the request of several of my 
friends in Williamsport, I now forward an ac- 
count of a missionary tour I have recently made 
through a part of Williamsport Circuit. _. 

At the time that Bro. Henkle organized at 
Williamsport, he requested me to meet him 
there. I attended, and God gave me favor in 
the eyes ofthe people. About the last of Octo- 
ber I received a letter from bro. Willson, which 
informed me of a certain place in Virginia,call- 
ed the Lick, about 8 miles from Williamsport, 
where the Methodists were ripe for Reform. He 
invited me to attend a meeting that was ap- 
pointed in view of a secession from the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church. He pressed his invita- 
tion by stating that he believed God had a work 
for me to do, and urged me to come and do it be- 
fore I died. This bore with interest on my mind. 
Some of my brethren rather dissuaded me from 
going, asthe winter was approaching,and I was 
very far advanced in years. But the impression 
on my mind made by the words, ‘‘come and do 
this work before you die,” impelled me to pray 
earnestly to the Lord for his protection and bless- 
ing, and in his name, I determined to go over to 
this Macedonia, and help those brethren. In 
the name of the LordI left my home, and reach- 
ed the place of meeting at the Lick, and I hope 
to have cause of gratitude to God, even in eter- 
nity for making this journey. A circumstance 
took place before I arrived, which required that 
the secession should take place rather earlier 
than I had expected, and it occurred before I 
reached the meeting. 

The old class numbered 25 members. The 
leader with eleven of the members seceded.— 
The meeting began on Friday night, and con- 
tinued until Monday night following, and the 
Lord was with us of a truth. There were about 
twenty converted, and twenty-five joined on the 
spot. I then returned to Williamsport apd pass- 
ed through the neighborhood of Clear Spring, 


— 


Monday week following; “visiting from house to 
house,’ preaching and attending class and pray- 
er meetings. On all those occasions the, pre- 
sence of God cheered our hearts and encourag- 
ed us greatly in his service. : 

I then returned to Williamsport,where a quar- 
terly meeting was held, and which was well at- 
tended. It proved a season of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord. Great religious ex- 
citement was manifested amongst the congrega- 
tion under the preaching of the word of life. I 
have reason to believe that the word fell into 
many good and honest hearts. 

I spent four days after this meeting in Wil- 
liamsport, visiting as before from house to house, 
praying with the families. This proved a pro- 
fitable week to my soul, and I have reason to be- 
lieve, others were edified and encouraged. 

We then proceeded to our Christmas meeting 
at Harmony meeting house, about four miles 
from Williamsport; this meeting lasted two days 
and nights, and it proved a gracious season to 
many. Ten souls were converted to God at this 
meeting. Our next meeting was at the Lick on 
New Year’s Eve, when we held a watch night 
several came forward from the congregation to 
be prayed for. The meeting on New Year's day 
was one of much interest, the congregation was 
large, and there was a fine state of religious feel- 
ing among the people—so much so, that the 
brethren determined to hold a love feast, and to 
invite all who were seeking religion to attend, 
and I feel bound in gratitude to my Divine Sa- 
viour, to state there was one of the greatest dis- 
plays of the power and grace of God that I have 
seen during the last forty-five years of my pil- 
grimage. The oldest professors said they had 
never seen such a season of mercy and grace. 
In the love feast the young men took the lead in 
declaring the power and grace of Christ, and 
their testimony and their fervour surprized all 
who heard them. The females also participated 
in declaring the goodness of God. On a sud- 
den a mighty power of grace fell on those as- 
sembled, and every soul seemed impelled at the 
same moment,and many rose simultaneously,ex- 
claiming,Glory to God. Yet there was no extrava- 
gant gesticulations—no confusion whatever— 
several were happily converted to God. This 
exstacy and season of rejoicing in the Lord con- 
tinued nearly one hour. The noise of weeping 
mourners for aseason seemed to be lost in the 
voice of praise from the believers in Jesus.— 
Praise the Lord O my soul. I never can forget 
this season of visiting mercy. Fourteen per- 
sons at least were made the subjects of pardon- 
ing grace. At the time of the first secessions 
in this part of the country there were about 140 
who united themselves to the Methodist Protes- 
tant Church. These have now increased to about 
300, in about five months! and the prospects are 
brightening daily of greater increase. In retro- 
specting my late tour, [ am truly surprised and 
thankful, I am surprised that I did not sink be- 


and was there from Thursday night until the 
‘ | 


‘neath my daily accumulating labours, (being now 
nearly 78 years of age,) the fineness of the 


HEDBY 


weather, and finding so many heartily and ar- 
dently engaged in seeking a deeper work of 

ace—whilst so many others evinced a desire 
or salvation. I am thankful to God that he did 
not permit us to labour in vain, but on the con- 
trary, honored his cause and crowned our hum- 
ble efforts to promote his glory, adding his bless- 
ing and seal to our ministry. I think Ican say 
truly, that I performed more labour in the min- 
istry during my four weeks absence on this tour, 


insix months. It is the Lord’s doings, and it is 

marvelous in my eyes. It is the Lord’s work I 

repeat, and to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be 

the praise. Yours, &c. | 
| JonaTHAN Forrest. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
| VERMONT. 
St. Albans Circuit, Jan. 26, 1833. 


tion to have it in’my power to state, that our 
righteous cause bids fair in this circuit to outlive 
and triumph over the calamnies of its enemies, 
and to realize the. most sanguine expectations 
of its friends. The Lord has done,-and is do- 
ing great things for us. Our enemies, of whom 
we have many, frown, but Jehovah smiles upon 
us: they calumniate, but he speaks peace and 
sends us words of comfort; they would swallow 
us up as in a moment, but he still defends us;— 
yes, blessed be His holy name, he is our Sun and 
Shield, and in him will we trust. 

We lately held a four days’ meeting in the 
town of Underhill, at which we were favored 
with the zealous co-operation of the Rev, Mr. 
‘Ide, of the Baptist church—the slain of the Lord 
on that occasion were many, eight, or as some 
believe, ten individuals were emancipated from 
the thraldom of Satan; and as many as twelve, 
and not at all unlikely twenty, were reclaimed 
from a very badly backslidden state. It was a 
glorious, time—a time long to be remembered, 
and I indulge a hope that through grace the 
fruits of it will be seen in that day when congre- 
cee worlds shall stand before the Son of Man. 


of whom are from the Methodist E. Church.— 
As our Annual Conference is shortly to com- 


‘mence, and returns from this, as well as other 


circuits will be made to that body, our increase 
will, no doubt, be published in the extracts from 
the minutes. Yours, &c. 


Joun Croker, Superintendent. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
VERMONT. = 
Weathersfield, January, 28, 1833. 

Mr. Editor, —The cheering intelligence which 
you give of the growing prosperity of the work 
of God, in almost every, part of his moral heri- 
tage where the Protestant. standard has been 


planted, and, the principles of a free. goverament 
and equal rights have been disseminated; 1s tru- 


‘John J. Harrod, 
== For the Methodist Protestant Church. — 


than I had been accustomed to render usually — 


Dear Brother,—It affords me great satisfac- — 


e have recently organized a society of thir- © 
teen members in the town of Fairfax, all but.one © 
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ly calculated not'only to inspire the hopes, but 
also to confirm the faith,of all who have embrag- 
ed those principles; that the good cause in whigh 
they have inlisted, rust, yea, and will evertual~ 
ly 
| he good Lord has been pleased to visit the 
vicinity in which I reside, with a glorious out- 
pouring of his holy spirit, and though we have 
een called to. encounter opposition, yet there 
has been a goodly number brought to the know- 
ledge of the truth, and made happy in the God 
of their salvation. In Woodstock also, the 
Lord has begun a good work, and the gospel has 
proved the power of God, unto salvation, to a 
number, both of the aged and youth, who have 
received its gracious tidings, with believing 
hearts, This work of grace, in both the above 
mentioned places, has been through the in- 
strumentality of the preachers of the Reformed 
Methodist Church, (of which I profess to be a 
member;) and the most of those who have 
passed from darkness to light, have united with 
us in society. Our prospects are good, and the 
cause of Reform in these regions, is on its on- 
ward march. 

I hope that the day is not far distant, when all 
who have enlisted in the cause of religious free- 
dom, will unite their hearts, and their interests, 
under one general form of ecclesiastical govern- 
ment; and with united effort, carry forward the 
great work of Reform; till the church of Christ, 
in our happy country, and throughout the world, 
is delivered from every vestige of priestly domi- 
nation and despotism. tind 


Ropert WuHite. 


. For the Methodist Protestant. 
NORTH AMERICA. | 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Jan. 19, 1833. 
Dear Brother,—I take up my pen to inform 
ou that the tree of Religious Liberty is not on- 
y planted, but grows well in these Northern re- 
ions, it is taking deep root downward,and brings 
orth much fruit. But, as I have no doubt, very 
many will rejoice to hear how it first got here, 
and how it is received, I shall proceed to inform 
them. Soon after receiving a certificate from 
our worthy President, (Bro. Henkle,) I left Al- 
exandria September the 19th, and landed in this 
place (Halifax,) October the 9th, an entire stran- 
ger to both place and people, I made application 
to the Wesleyan Methodist preachers, for per- 
mission to preach once in their chapel, and was 
not long in getting a refusal, for they candidly 
told me that they were opposed to the Metho- 
dist Protestants, and I have since found that 
they told me the truth. My way, at first,seemed 
very dark, but being fully persuaded that the 
Lord had some wise end to accomplish by bring- 
ing me here, I became determined to remain no 
longer a stranger, | accordingly advertised in the 
public papers, that on Sunday, October 2lst, at 
two o'clock, I should preach in the market place, 
(telling them whence and who I was.) 

The day arrived, and according to my appoint- 
ment I went to the market place, where I met 
and preached to some thousands of people, and 
a better behaved congregation I never addressed 
(in the open air,) and the word proved the savor 
of life to many—Glory be to the God of Metho- 
dist Protestants! ! This gained me many ac- 
quaintances, and it was advertised for me to 

ach there again on the following Sabbath— 

ut some peopig who had just religion enough 
to give them to see that I was breaking the Sab- 
bath, and raising a mob, had me summoned be- 


fore the Magistrates before Sabbath came again, | God 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 

but blessedube<@od, it was given me in that same 
-hour-what L@hould:say uato, them,.and they, paid 
‘me every: possible respect, and was not pre~ 
from preaching: nextday, and-was honor. 
ed with their attendance—‘‘but the best of all: 
God was with us,’’ and sent his word with pow- 
er to the hearts of many, and I was soon coun- 
ted worthy to bear the name of Impostor! I next 
rented a very large room, and although about 
four hundred can get into it, it is not half large 
enough. We have had, (and still have) precious 
meetings—many who were in darkness are 
now light in the Lord—many more would have 
been, had we a regular place of worship. Our 
disadvantages are great, as we can only have our 
room on the Sabbath, as it is used the other part 
of the week for purposes vastly different, which 
tends to make against us. I opened my own 
house for week night meetings, and although 
very small, many have been born of God in it. 
We have now two classes, comprising between 
50 and 60 members, one of whom is a local 
preacher of very good talents—there are but 
three from the Wesleyan Protestants. Should 
you ask ‘‘who are those with thee?’’ I think I 
may say with one of old, ‘The children which 
God hath graciously given thy servant,” for al- 
though, ‘‘With my staff I came over this Jordan, 
now I am become two bands,’’ praise ye the 
Lord. The work of the Lord still goes on in 
the face of every opposition from “‘men in pow- 
er.’ Our prayer-meetings and class-meetings 
are crowded, and hundreds have to go away on 
the Sabbath, not being able to get in—and not- 
withstanding the cold weather great numbers 
stand under the windows! Glory be to God we 
shall soon have done with this last difficulty, for 
we have purchased ground for a meeting house, 
and as soon as the winter breaks up shall have 
one built, forty-eight by fifty-five feet, with gal- 
leries. Many are waiting to see it up, who will 
then join us, but are now afraid lest we should 
not stand. Weare making all the preparation 
the weather will admit of. I find that our ‘‘Con- 
stitution and Discipline’’ needs only to be known 
to be admired—although I have but one copy 
with me, it has been of great service. The peo- 
ple here are very eagerly enquiring after our 
books and papers, which I hope you will send 
by the first conveyance. We had the sacrament 
of the Lord’s supper on the morning of the first 
Sabbath of this year, and truly the Lord was at 
his table. In the afternoon we had a leve feast, 
it was attended -by all denominations in this 
place, and oh! how was my soul melted within 
me to hear so many new-born babes in Christ 
tell what great things God had done for them, 
and that within a few weeks, 35 spoke, some of 
all ages from ‘10 to 60 years—so that some of 
my children are much older than their father.— 
After it was over five came and joined the socie- 
ty. After preaching at night, I invited the 
mourners to come forward, (as I do every 
time after evening preaching,) nine came for- 
ward—seven of whom obtained peace to 
their troubled souls, and have since joined us. 
We have a very good Sabbath school establish- 
ed, which bids fair to prove a great blessing to 
us and others, and certainly the teachers and 
managers have conducted themselves _praise- 
worthy. May many imitate them. Had we 
another preacher to help us, so that we could an- 
swer a few, out of so many of the Macedonian 


calls that we get, great good might be done in 
this and the other provinces, F 


I find, that although my family is large, the 


| whom we serve supplies all our needs, and. 


imany other place, from the 
T have to meet with from the 


truly they are a kind, open hearted people in this 

ovince, and are as fond of religious liberty as 
reat Opposition 
esleyan preach- 
ers, and from the difference in our government, 
they distinguish us by calling ours the Protes- 
tant, and the other the Papal Methodist Church. 
The shepherds of the latter, have forbidden their 
members coming to hear me, on pain of expul- 
sion. And have turned prophets, and say that 
Methodist Protestantism cannot stand. But the 
people in Halifax cannot believe them, because 
they see it rapidly extending !1! 

Still they wish to know how it is going on in 
the States. I hope, therefore, you will write as 
soon as possible. Having given you a brief ac- 
count of God’s dealings with us in the first three 
months, may we not say that these are only the 
droppings before a mighty shower? I believe they 
are. Brethren pray for us—and that the God 
whom we serve, may continue to ride on in His 
all-conquering carr, till the whole world shall be 
visited with His salvation,—Is the prayer of 
your brother and servant, 

Jackson. 

P. S. I open this again, to say that last night 
we had the moving sight to behold amongst oth- 
ers who were at the mourners bench, three very 
old sinners, bending under the weight of many 
years, and whose heads were worn white as the 
hoar frost, in the service of sin!!! Oh! how 
they wept, bless the Lord! O! my soul! Glory, 
glory, glory be to our God!!! W. J 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Jan. 23, 1833. 


Dear Brother,—The great head of the Church 
in the arrangement of his providence, has in a 
singular and mysterious manner, introduced 
Methodist Protestantism on the shores of Nova 
Scotia, by the means of the Rev. William Jack- 
son, who came to us a stranger, in a stran 
land; and we believe, a humble follower of the 
meek and lowly Jesus. Like the prophet to 
the Ninevites, he commenced his labors here, 
by crying in our streets agatnst the sins of the 
people; and many believed God through the 
instrumentality of his servant. But when we 
consider that in this town there are upwards of 
seventeen thousand souls, and not one sixteenth 
part of them have savingly a knowledge of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we are constrained to exclaim 
‘the harvest is great, but the laborers are few.” 
Oh Lord, send more faithful laborers into this 
corner of thy vineyard! : 

We hare minutely and carefully examined 
your Constitution and Discipline, (which only 
need reading to be admired.) We believe the 
Methodist Protestant Church to be founded on 
a basis both rational and scriptural; for we 
learn from the pen of inspiration, if the Son 
therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed. Any bondage in religion we conceive 
to be antichristian, and unscriptural: we there- 
fore do most heartily subscribe to every part of 
it with our hearts and hands; and we do most 
cordially wish to be recognized by you as a bo- 
dy, and speedily to be united to the nearest 
Conference; for we are surrounded by many 
important settlements, (that are without the be- 
nefits of a gospel ministry,) who are uttering the 
Macedonian cry “‘come over and help us.” The | 
sooner we can be supplied witha single preach. 
er, the more the work of the Lord will prosper- 


We are perfectly satisfied with the appoint- 
ment.the Lord has made for us im sending Bro. 


Wm. Jackson amongst us: we do unanimously 


\| 

|| 


aay, that we will support him and his family in 


METHODIST PROTESTANT, 


but as ut circuit or station, which is not now a 


ECCLESIASTICAL, ay 
Halifax. Our congregations are large and libe-} — — | part of the Methodist Protestant Church: for if = i 
ral; and larger would they be, had we a larger For the Methodist Protestant. | it belonged to some other circuit or station, — — : 


place to worship in: there are hundreds of peo- 
ple who come.of a Sabbath evening, and cannot 
tin for want of room; but we hope this diffi- 
culty wil} soon be remedied by the building of 
our chapel, the ground for which we have al- 
dy purchased, and are. about to contract for 
the frame. 

We do believe the time is not far distant, 
when Nova Scotia will become a very import- 
ant branch of the Methodist Protestant Church. 

We are already upwards of fifty members in 
society, and the Lord is daily adding to his 
church. The word, preached, is accompanied 
with power. Our prayer and class meetings 
are well.attended, and the Lord is eminently 

nt in our midst. Wedo most earnest! 
ook forward to the time, when a little one shall 
become a thousand, and a small one a strong 
nation.—The Lord will hasten it. 

Brethren, we still feel, and trust we ever shall 
feel, our need of the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, upon all our labors we do most earnestly 
pray for a greater out-pouring of it in us; and 
entreat an interest in your prayers. 

Brethren, pray for us; and we shall feel in 
duty bound, to pray for you. And Oh that our 
joint supplications may come up as incense be- 
fore the Lord of Sabbaoth! We subscribe our- 
selves vours in the gospel of Christ, the male 
members of the infant Methodist Protestant 
Church, formed at Halifax, Nova Scotia, the 
third day of December, 1832. 

James Thompson John Kerwick 


William Tizer Wm. Bridham _| or making circuits or stations. Take a circuit 
Amos Pedler Gary Drake of the Methodist Episcopal Church instead of 
Nicholas Horry James Martin st. But cannot constitute themselves a part| the above named station; or a circuit of the 
Nahum Pedler James Blakley of any Gale di. United Brethren, or of the ‘Reformed Metho- 
John Upright John Hayman ad. | dist’? connection; and the case is still more ob- 
Samuel Thompson Thos. Stery jacent quarterly meee, This is to pro- vious: for a quarterly Conference has no power to 
Walter Giles Joseph Kington ~ clude imposition being practised on the connec: | decide only on the case of an individual church, 
William Wade Henry Borstlett Jtion by individuals uniting together, who might| 2% @eseribed; “residing sufficiently near each 
James Woodaman James Pyke be unworthy of being members of the Methodist other to assemble statedly for public worship, &c. 
Joseph Hartland John Junion Protestant Church. Now mark what is the| ce A't- 4, Item 2d. : 
Charles Mills John White 


John Haverstock 

P. S. We open this to say that the Lord is still 
with us; he has been pleased to bless nine souls 
this night, at our prayer meeting, (held in the 


house of one of our brethren.) Theyhave a blessed 


assurance that God for Christ’s sake has blotted 
out all their sins. The voise of the turtle is 
truly heard in our land. Adieu. 


HABITUAL SIN. | 

A common cause of trouble of mind is the 
guilt of some great and wilful sin, when consci- 
ence is convinced, and yet the soul is not con- 
verted, sin is beloved, and yet feared. God’s 
wrath doth terrify them, and yet not enough to 
overcome their sin. Some live in secret fraud 
and robbery, and many in drunkenness and 
fleshly lusts, either self-pollution or fornication, 
and they know that for such things the wrath of 
God cometh on the children of disobedience; 
and yet the rage of lust and appetite prevaileth, 
and they despair and sin; and while the spark 
of hell falls on their conscience, it changeth 
neither heart nor life; there is some more ho 
of the recovery of these than of dead-hearted, 
of unbelieving sinners, who work uncleanness 
with greediness, as being past feeling, and blind- 
ed to defend their sins, and plead against holy 
obedience to God. Brutishness is not as bad as 
diabolism and malignity. Their sorrow is not 
overmuch, but too little, as long as it will not 
restrain them from their sin. . 


Mr. Editor,—-When a newsystem of govern- 
ment is adopted, and to be carried into practice, 
it will require time and experience to develope, 
and apply, the minutie of such system.—Such 
is our present situation as a Church. Hence I 
venture to ask a hearing on some special points. 

Constitution, Article 8, Item bd. “Every 
thousand persons in full membership,” furnishes 
one minister and one layman, to the general 
Conference: therefore the members in full mem- 
bership, should be obtained, separate from the 
probationers. 

Item 3d. Each circuit and station is to elect 
laymen for delegates to the annual Conference 
preceding the general Conference. And the un- 


Y | stationed ministers in each circuit and station 


have a right to elect one of their own number to 
attend the annual Conference: such ministers 
having the exclusive right of suffrage in said act 
of election —though it is to be done at the time 
and place of holding the general Conference. — 

Owing to some transpiring events, [ propose 
the following for consideration, viz: There ap- 
pear definite parts of our constitution, intended 
to meet the various ways proper to be open for 
the admitting a person or persons into the Me- 
thodist Protestant Church. 

First. To admit an individual to member- 
ship. See Article 2d. ) 

tem Ist. and Article 4th. Item 3d. Here 

the existence of a Church is necessarily implied; 
and the quarterly Conference has no control in 
this matter, neither has an annual Conference. 


distinguishing feature of an individual church; 
“residing sufficiently near each other, &c.” 
Item 2d. Such church may have one or more 
classes; consequently, one or more leaders, 
elected by themselves. Art. llth. Item. Class 
Leaders.—And if the quarterly Conference re- 
ceives them as a church, their leader or lead- 
ers are thereby members of the quarterly Con- 
ference. Art.6, Item Ist. The annual Con- 
ference has nothing to do with all this matter. 
Thirdly. A minister or preacher, from any 
other denomination, may be received into our 
fellowship by the quarterly Conference: Disci- 
pline, page 43, Item 9: And an annual Confer- 
ence haveno control. The rule under the Cap- 
tion annual Conference, page 45, Item 8, refers 
not to fellowship only, but to itineracy also. 
Hence the President and annual Conference 
are both brought to view. And the quarterly 
Conference has nothing to do in this. | 


Fourthly. For the admission of a circuit or 
station, see Art. 9, Item 4th. The proviso, on 
the power of annual Conferences, ‘‘To RECEIVE 
into their respective limits and jurisdiction, any 
CIRCUIT OF STATION, which does not belong to 
some other district.’’ This clearly intends the 
existence of such circuit or station, before it ap- 
plies to be received; and that it applies as a 
circuit or station to be received, not by a quar- 
terly Conference, bat by the annual Conference; 


already 
act of the Conference to receive it. And it can- 
not belong to any other district of the Metho- 
dist Protestant Church: or if it did, the annual 
Conference could not receive it, without the 
concurrence of such district. , 

The word “limits,” cannot have exchisive 
reference to geographical lines. Let us sup- 
pose a’case: The Chilicothe station of the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church, is within the geo- 

phical bounds’ of the Ohio Conference of the 

ethodist Protestant Church, but is not in the 
constitutional limits of said Conference. Now, 
if they should, as a station, want to join the 
Methodist Protestant Church, as such the 
should apply to the annual Conference; for, 
they applied to the quarterly Conference, of 
Highland Circuit, they would thereby become 
a part of said circuit; and the annual Confer- 
ence would not receive said station at all. 
the Delegate of Highland Circuit might forever 
prevent their becoming a station. e Disci- 
pline, page 47. The Delegate must request a 
division, or the annual Conference, ‘with all its 
power,and itis the only power to make circuits and 
stations,’ cannot even divide that which has 
made itself different from what the annual Con- 
ference made it; or the annual Conference can- 
not make it over again. But to ‘“‘de and 


regulate the boundaries of circuits, &&c.” Art. 7, 


Item 2d. is not power to create or make cir- 
cuits, &&c. nor is dividing circuits, nor is “‘re- 


ceiving into the respective limits, &c.”’ creating | 


Now are whole circuits, and two or three of 


them at a time, to be condensed into one indi- 


vidual church, and they scattered over ter- 
ritory from one to two or three hundred miles 
in circumference: do they reside sufficiently 
near each other to assemble statedly, and the 
whole thus amalgamated to be sent fifty or one 
hundred miles, to be coerced into the Metho- 
dist Protestant Church through a quarterly Con- 
ference? 


And more still, by coming in through the 
quarterly Conference, not a Delegate from such 
circuit or circuits so condensed. There is not 
an article, rule, or proviso, in all the Constitu- 
tion or Discipline, of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, to require, or authorize any brother, or 
any number of brethren, to condense a circuit 
or station into an individual church, and make 
it subject to the decision of a quarterly Confer- 
ence, in order td its becoming a part of the Me- 
thodist Protestant Church. And the 7th Art. 
Item Ist. provides, that every circuit and sta- 
tion, shall have at least one Delegate. Now, 
if the circuit or station applying, is not worthy 
to be received as such, do not receive it. But 
it is no more worthy by coming through a quar- 
terly Conference. If worthy to be received, 
then the Delegate of such has a right to a seat 
in Conference. The case of a Leader of an in- 
dividual church, received by the quarterly Con- 


not as a part of some other circuit or station, | ference, having a seat in a quarterly Conference, 


in the annual Conference, it needs no — 
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elect a Delegate as fully as the church has to 
. elect a Leader. 


The circuit or station has a right to 
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From the Methodist Correspondent. 
LIBERTY OF THE PRESS.—No. I. 


Our elementary principle is, ‘‘Every man has 
an inalienable right to private judgment in mat- 
ters of religion; and an equal right to express 
his opinion, in any way which will not violate 
the laws of God, or the rights of his fellow men.” 
Accordingly it follows in the Constitution, ““No 
tule shall be passed infringing the liberty of 
speech, or of the press; but for every abuse of 
liberty, the offender shall be dealt with as in 
other cases of indulging in sinful words and 
tempers.” ,com of Discipline, page 25.) And 
what way.of dealing with the offender is here 
meant? By turning to page 30th of our Consti- 
tution, we have the answer, “The indulgence 
in sinful words and tempers, shall subject the 
offender to admonition; and if persisted in, after 
repeated admonitions, to expulsion.” In con- 
firmation of the whole, it is said again, on page 
25, ‘No rule, except it be founded on the holy 


scriptures, shall be passed, authorizing the ex-| 


pulsion of any minister, preacher or member. 

Now we may inquire, first, is the liberty of 
speech or of the press, forbidden to any man in 
the Holy Scriptures? Secondly, does not the 
abuse of this liberty consist in using sinful 
words and tempers? Thirdly, do not the Holy 
Scriptures require, that a brother shall be ad- 
monished for such things, in order to his repent- 
ance and amendment, before the church shall 
proceed in a course of prosecution and expul- 
sion? Fourthly, does the church, for her honor, 
safety, and prosperity, really need some rule to 
restrain personal liberty, which is neither di- 
rectly nor indirectly authorized by the Holy 
Scriptures? | 

It is common, one will say, when general 
liberty is allowed, for such ignorant and passion- 
ate creatures as men are, to publish things inju- 
rious to the reputation of others. ‘True; but is 
it less common for the same ignorant and pas- 
sionate creatures, to make a man an offender 
for a word, and to charge him with speaking or 
writing injuriously, when there is no ground for 


" jt whatever, except in the disordered imagina- 


jion of the accuser? Will you take from the 
first offender the liberty of the press, and give a 
rule to the second, which would furnish him 
with the unbridled liberty of prosecution? Let 
it not be forgotten or overlooked, thgt church 
prosecutions may become the most efficient 
modes of injuring reputation, and may carry in 
their bosom the worst species of slander under 
heaven. But however any man, or any number 
of men, may in this way be injured in their re- 
putation, the world appears to be secretly called 
upon to take for granted, that if it is done by 
ecclesiastical authority, there can be no wrong 

The reasons for our constitytional provision, 
that in all such matters admonition shal! go be- 
fore prosecution, are such as the following. 

First. Any man is liable to use words which 
may be thought injurious, or perhaps may be 
really so, through inadvertency. Let his atten- 


tion be properly called to the subject, and he 


will gladly correct the mistake, and do every 
thing in his power to counteract the injury. 
What a glaring injustice wouJd it be, to have a 
rule subjecting this man to a church prosecu- 
tion, without first giving him an opportunity to 
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acknowledge and correct such inadvertencies 
as every son of Adam is liable to fall into as 
well as himself. 

Secondly. Any man’s words are liable to be 
misconstrued, by reason of the ambiguity of 
language; therefore every man ought to have 
the privilege to explain his meaning, before he 
be arrested as a criminal. 

Thirdly. Any man’s words may be distorted 
by passion, or wrested from their true meaning 
by an accuser, with a view to involve him in 
the odium of being regarded as a public offend- 
er; therefore every man has aright to defend 
his words, in order, in case they can be made 
appear defensible, to free himself from the evils 
of a prosecution. You say he has injured some 
one’s reputation, and has done it publicly. But 
suppose you prosecute him, and the case turns 
out to be otherwise, then have not you accused 
him falsely, and done it officially? Would not 
this be as great a crime as the other? 

Fourthly. When a man has even malicious- 
ly and publicly slandered another, if he can be 


brought to repentance by admonition, so as to/ 


make a public acknowledgment, and do the ut- 
termost in his power to relieve the injured cha- 
racter, this will: be better than to expel him 
from the church: because a sinner is to be 
brought to repentance, and the injury is count- 
eracted, even more effectually than it would be 
done by his expulsion. Let us not forget, that 
a church prosecution ean result from the spirit 
of revenge, and may have in it as much malici- 
ous intention to injure and slander the charac- 
ter of another, as any newspaper publication 
whatever. If there is reason to restrain the 
liberty of the press, there is fully as much reason 
to restrain the liberty of official prosecution; for 
the latter may become as destructive to society, 
and as injurious to private character, as the 
former... 

Fifthly. In regard to that peculiar mode of 

abusing the liberty of tho press, that consists in 
the act of bringing certain matters before the 
public, which it is supposed ought to be kept 
private, here, also, admonition ought always to 
go before prosecution. 
That there may be many such matters, is not 
disputed; but if they are not pointed out by any 
rule or law of scripture, or other just authority; 
there is the more of indulgence for inadverten- 
cies. A certain thing, we will suppose, is pub- 
lished; some one gets hold of the paper, and 
upon the first reading, is entirely confident that 
its publication is a manifest abuse of the diberty 
of the press: but what law has its publication 
violated? If there be no law against it, or none 
precisely defined and made known, is the pub- 
lisher an inexcusable offender for being ignorant 
of a law that never was enacted? While our 
Constitution remains unchanged, there can be 
no law of our church, putting upon the liberty 
of speech and of the press, any other restriction 
than the above, or making the abuse of this li- 
berty any other kind of excommunicable offence 
than such as the church must first endeavor. to 
cure by admonition, before she proceeds to ex- 
communication. 

In regard to the consequences of this public 
liberty, they will be examined in the following 
numbers. OLYMPAS. 


No. 2. 


Suppose one brother in the church thinks 
himself injured by another, and that he ought to 
have redress; what should he do? Should he 
bring his complaint before the public, or before 


the constituted authorities of the church? Nei-| 


ther the one nor the other, till he has obeyed 
his Lord’s commandment, by using the proper 
means to gain his brother, and bring him to re- 
pentance. Ifthese should fail, then tell it unto 
the church. But should he previously tell it to 
the public? This would depend entirely upon 
the nature of the offence, and the circumstan- 
ces of the case. Suppose his brother, instead 
of being gained by his admonitions, should in- 
cessantly labor to augment the injury, and that 
as publicly as possible; and suppose, too, that 
his church regulations were such as could not 
bring the matter to an adjustment for several 
months; might not the case have such peculi- 
arities about it, as would justify him in publicly 
defending his bleeding character, before he 
could have such a hearing betore the church 
tribunals as would make known his acquital? 
The probability of this is great enough to ren- 
der the propriety of a church law very question- 
able, which would make every act of the kind 
an excommunicable offence. 


But ifa man have a charge against another, 
of a high character of criminality, such as adul- 
tery, incest, or perjury, should he tell it unto the 
church, or to the public? If he should malici- 
ously present a false charge of this kind, either 
to the church or to the public, he would be a 
vile slanderer; and which would make the inju- 
ry the greater, it is difficult to decide. To the 
public he will give a statement of his charges; 
to the church he will bring them also, and would 
add to them all the efforts he could devise, to 
involve the character of the accused, by false 
witnesses and sophisti¢al appearances of evi- 
dence. Now who can doubt, that there might 
be as much malice and revenge in the one case, 
asin the other? And shall it be called a great 
crime for him to injure his neighbor through the 
medium of the public press, and no crime at all 
for him to do the same thing through the medi- 
um of church tribunals? 


The great question, however, still remains: is 
it right to bring before ths public the official 
doings of the church herself, or the administra- 
tion of her several constituted bodies? A bi- 
shop told us, in the year 1827, that the only 
time and place to discuss such matters was 
on the floor of the General Conference. 
And this he said in opposition to our having 
introduced them, by means of the press, in- 
to a certain periodical called the Mutual 
Rights, &c. Has the Bishop’s doctrine got 
footing in the Methodist Protestant Church 
already? If the official doings of the church 
are according to the scriptures, and according - 
to her published Constitution, what harm will it 
do for them to be publicly known? If they are 
not, shall she have a law of expulsion to guard 
them in secret, because she is conscious they 
cannot bear examination? 


But what do the public in general want to 
know concerning our church matters? I an- 
swer, if they do not want to know them, they 
have the privilege to let them alone; and it is 
probable few of them, comparatively, know any 
thing about our periodicals. I ask in my turn, 
ifit be important at any time to communicate 
information to the church at large, how can this 
be done but through the medium of the press? 
[tis to the church we are giving the informa- 
tion; not to “the world.” A few of those that 
are without, occasionally read our papers; but 
not more, perhaps, than attend the sittings of 
Annual Conferences through the United States. 
If all our official assemblies are held with open 
doors, is not this to bring the affairs of the 
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church before the public, as immediately, as by 
writing or printing? It seems, we are great 
‘ sticklers for all “open doors,” except the open 
doors of the press! , 

The pith of the difficulty appears to be, that 
some take the liberty to bring before the public, 
complaints against the brethren. What is the 
nature of those complaints? Do they consist in 
quoting chapter and verse of the Constitution 
and Discipline, and asking whether the official 
proceedings of the brethren are in strict con- 
formity therewith? Well, suppose the same 
complaints should be’ brought forward on the 
floor of an Arnual Conference, and it*be 
held with open doors,—would not this be to 
bring them before the public? And could not 
these men of the public go out if they pleased, 
after listening to our debates, and publish them 
in the papers? Must we have a law of the 
church, subjecting every member of an Annual 
Conference to expulsion, who shall presume to 
bring forward such things in debate till he first 
submit the case to some judicial tribunal, to see 
whether the brethren would be acquitted, or 
condemned as criminals? 

But perhaps I mistake in supposing this to 
be the main question: the proposal only is, to 
have a law of the church, making it an excom- 
municable offence, for a brother who wants re- 
dress from some offender, whose conduct comes 
properly under the jurisdiction of a church court, 
to bring the matter before the public, previ- 
ously to his comes to the proper eccle- 
siastical authority. If this be the precise 
meaning of the proposition, and nothing more, 
its features are not quite so suspicious; but even 
this should be examined with great care, before 
its adoption: for unless such a law should be 
very specifically modified, it would be apt to 
produce more evils than it would cure. Mali- 
cious or false accusers ought ingeed to be 
brought to repentance or punished in propor- 
tion to the magnitude of their offences, whether 
their accusatons be circulated in private, brought 
before the public, or presented to the church 
tribunals; but a Jaw, the penalty of which should 
be confined to one particular mode of the of. 
fence, would indeed be of a very doubtful cha- 
racter. Ido not meau to say that in church 
trials, prosecutors are always culpable when they 
do not sustain their charges; the circumstances 
will sometimes be such as will evince their free- 
dom from all censure; but ] mean to say, many 
eases may occur, in which the accuser would be 
as culpable, and ought to be held as strictly ac- 
countable, as if he had brought his charges be- 
fore the public. And in my humble opinion, 
we at this hour need additional rules in our 
church, more for the regulation of church trials, 
and the methods of prosecution, than for abridg- 
ing the freedom of the press. 

OLYMPas. 


No. 3. 


Some other consequences of the freedom of 
publication remain to be examined. A writer 
may seriously involve himself, by his temerity. 
The public condemns him. Well, supposing 
-him to be a real offender, one whose pen has 
been employed for the injury of reputation, if 
the public condems him, then general liberty 
guards itself, and the injury is counteracted by 
pore opinion. Let the church also interpose 


er authority; but let her do it ‘constitutionally, 
by using all Christian measures to bring the de- 
precaies to repentance, before she prosecutes 
im in her ecc.esiastical courts. Repentance 
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may lead him to such recantations and acknow- 
ledgements, as would remove all injury, and 
would satisfy the public itself, far better than 
excommunication would do. Ifall reproof should 
be unavailing, then let the prosecution follow,as 
the last resort. 


But suppose there be no real ground for cen- 


sure, except a mere inadvertency, and perhaps 
not even that, does the public still condemn the 
depredator? And how comes this to pass? Is 
it by officious friends of his, or disguised ene- 
mies, grossly misrepresenting his words and de- 
sign? ‘Then in all conscience give him the priv- 
ilege to defend himself before the public. Per- 
haps afterhis design shall have been understood, 
his words explained, and his sentiments defend- 
ed, the public will not be against him. Or even 
if they should continue to be so, on account of 
his refusing to veer with the wind, and to gratify 
every popular prejudice, he can comfort himself 
with the reflection, that there were few if any 
periods, in the eventful history of Jesus of Naza- 
reth, in which it could be truly said, the public is 
against him. 


Another supposed consequence of this liberty 
of the press is, that it will destroy brotherly love, 
and excite the angry passions. It is impossible, 
some say, to carry on a public investigation in 
the church, concerning her own affairs, without 
producing these bitter results: therefore such li- 
berty ought not to be allowed. And pray, is it 


a little better for one church to be allowed to. 


carry op a public investigation, concerning the 
affairs and sentiments of other churches? ill 
not this equally excite the angry passions? and 
are not the members of those other churches men 
and Christians, as well as we? Then, if the ar- 
gument is good for any thing, it will conclude 
against all liberty of the press. The several 


‘churches of our country, must silence all their 


periodicals, or at least so restrict them by eccle- 
siastical law, that no argument shall appear, 
against any opinion, or official practice, in the 
Christian world. The objection would equally 
apply to the affairs of the nation, and indeed to 
the affairs of all nations. Angry passions are 
excited by public controversy, as an unavoidable 
consequence of the freedom of the press. And 
if this freedom was destroyed all over the earth, 
would any better consequence result, do you 
imagine. In that case the angry passions would 
only give vent to their malignity; in the cells of 
dungeons and inquisitions, and around the scaf- 
fold and the flaming stake. Let civil and eccle- 
siastical authority use all proper measures to de- 
fend private character, when maliciously assail- 
ed; but let them never imagine that this, or any 
other good end, can be accomplished by des- 
troying that liberty of speech and of the press, 
on which the welfare of all churches and all na- 
tions depends. 


Once more: it may be urged, that unless the 
liberty of the press be more effectually restrict- 
ed, those public investigations of the ministers 
and members, will bring the church herself into 
indelible disgrace. So we were emphatically and 
authoratively told, some five or six years ago. 
And to prevent this disgrace, prosecutions and 
expulsions were resorted to, And now, query— 
which has disgraced the M. E. Church most,the 
investigations that were carried on, or the ex- 
pulsions that were accomplished? Is the matter 
decided? Are the public againstus? So we were 
confidently and consequentially told by the pas- 
tors of her last General Conference. Well,then, 


ought not that community to have the privilege 


of enacting a law which would reach our case as 


a church, and prohibit our making any more 
public complaints against her administration? — 
Such a statute would be a very efficient engine 
in her hands; but, happily, it can never be enact- 


ed while the Constitution of the United States 
remains unimpaired. 


deed, to be punished by the church, even with 
expulsion, if the offender refuse to repent and 
make restitution; but the law should have as ex- 
plicit a bearing against private and official slan- 
ders, as against those which are public. — 

‘ For illustration, let us consider the case of 
Mr. Hoyt, a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the city of New Nhe e was 
charged with 1. ‘Falsehood.” 2. ‘Injustice and 
breach of trust, in embezzling property of the 
Methodist Book Concern.” 3. “Lying.” 4. 
‘Settled revenge.” &. ‘‘Coveting what is his 
and endeavoring by foul and dishon- 
orable means and artifices, to draw away their 
business for his own benefit.”” 6. ‘“Inhumanity 
and cruelty.”’ The public have been informed 
several months ago, that the Methodist Book 
Agents brought the above charges against Mr. 
Hoyt, after having “branded him in the Advo- 
cate with malice, revenge, dishonesty, and a 


patient investigation, decided on a complete ac- 
quittal from every charge and specification, by a 
vote of 36 to 13! the thirteen being rincipally 
those connected with the interests of the Book 
Concern.” See ‘‘Hoyt’s Acquittal,” and see al- 
so, ‘A Review, &c. by C. Springer,” page 62. 

Now will any one say such false accusers 
should go unpunished, and not even be reprov- 
ed, because their charges were brought before 
the constituted tribunals of the church? Who 
can doubt that they had a most settled and vio- 
lent determination to blast this brother’s reputa- 
tion forever? And because they took shelter 
under the wings of ecclesiastical authority, no 
notice is to be taken of their revengeful purpos- 


The brother, it may be said, had the privilege to 
defend himself before the church, and was ac- 
quitted. And will not the freedom of the press 
give a brother an equal privilege to defend him- 
self before the tribunal of the public, and to be 
acquitted there? But his acquittal is no excuse 
for the accuser, but rather fastens his guilt upon 
him, whether it be obtained before the church or 
the public. Therefore such prosecutors ought 
to be held accountable, and should be brought 
to repentance for their crimes. A church law 
against Slander ought not to be confined solely 
to offences committed through the public press; 


channels of defamation. But the prosecutors of 
Mr. Hoyt, far from being called to account, or 


fice in ‘‘The Book Concern.” O.ympas. 


‘Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts,’ —by 
adverting continually to his presence with re- 
verence and Godly fear; considering him as al- 
ways looking upon the heart; trusting upon his 
Almighty protection; believing in him asa holy, 
sin-hating God, and reconciled to sinners of 
mankind only in Jesus Christ; valuing his favor 
above all the world, and making it the settled 
sole aim of our lives to approve ourselves to his 


pure eyes, 


63 


Malevolent attacks upon character ought, in- 


want of honor;” and that the Quarterly meeting | 
conference in the city of New York, “after a. 


es, or their injurious and groundless accusations! | 


but should also pursue the offender with an im- » 
partial hand, through all his private and official — 


even censured, were honored and rewarded by — 
the church. One was made a bishop, and the . 
other was established in a high and lucrative of- 
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BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1833. 


— 


_ Our readers are referred to our Religious In- 
telligence Department for some interesting in-| 
formation from NovaScotia. It will be seen that 
one of our brethren has recently emigrated from 
the bounds of the Maryland Conference, and 
has there founded a M. P. Church. We hope 
that this is the precursor of a large and growing 
religious community of our brethren in N.S. 
We pray the blessing of Heaven on its her- 
ald and founder—and on every minister and 
member thereof, that they may improve in every 
grace of the Gospel of Christ. 

This information will no doubt surprize many 
of our brethren and friends. It appears that 
bro. Jackson has gone out in the true spirit of 
Missionary enterprize, also that he has com- 


hope to have further accounts of much promise 
from these brethren. 


~ There is one subject on which we wish to 
. speak out most unequivocally, and that is on the 
support of our Itinerant and Missionary Minis- 
ters and Preachers. Such of the former who 
are placed in liberal stations, or circuits, possibly 
receive their allowance, as it is called. Whilst 
the most of those, who are many in number,and 
who travel extensively, face the blasts, the frosts 
and the snows of winter, and endure the scorch- 
ing suns of summer, to call sinners to repen- 
tance, and to build up believers in the faith of 
the gospel, are left to struggle with penury and 
poverty. 

It may be truly said of these faithful men of 
God, that as poor they are instrumental in mak- 
ing many rich in the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. ‘The doctrines they preach, and the pre- 
cepts they inculcate, are calculated to better 
not only the moral, but also the pecuniary state 
of their hearers—and yet hundreds are found 
who profess to believe the glorious gospel of the 
Son of God, who will nevertheless permit their 
ministers who labour day and night for their pre- 
sent and eternal good, to want the necessary 
apparel, food and funds to enable them to appear 
decently in the sanctuary of the Most High, or 
‘respectable in the eyes of the community, or to 
» @nable them to appear with their wives and the 
children which God has given them, around 
‘their family table with a sufficiency of whole- 
some and nourishing food to satisfy their mod- 
erate wants. 
What will the Lord Jesus say to such as suf 


fer these to want in their midst? Will he not 


say to thousands now in Christendom, inasmuch 


menced his labours with zeal and energy. We | 
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as ye did not uato these my servants, ye have 
not done it unto Me—‘ Depart I never knew 
your” We feel truly awful and solemn on this 
subject. We are apprehensive that thousands 
will be found in perdition because of their want 
of justice and benevolence to the cause of 
Christ by withholding when Christ has comman- 
ded them to be liberal. We trust that not one 
of our patrons or readers is amongst this unhap- 
py class of penurous and illiberal souls. If there 
should be one, our testimony is given—we have 
left such a one without excuse. We believe 
that the parsimonious are not generally (indeed 
we believe very seldom) found amongst the pat- 
rons of religious periodicals. But principally 
amongst those who are not. Well, how shall 
such hear or see our remarks? We reply that 
those who do see and approve them will serve 
the cause of Christianity by presenting their own 
thoughts to such on this subject. 

We say it is high time that the penurious were 
awakened from their godless covetousness, and 
it is equally time that the claims of the labo- 
rious, Itinerant and Missionary, were placed in a 
strong light before the professing christian public. 
Fellow citizens, friends, brethren, and sisters 
in Christ, let us come out of our supineness.— | 
“The liberal soul shall be made fat’’—and bless- 
ed is that individual who consecrates and devotes 
a just portion of his means for the sustenance of 
a faithful Missionary. 


Our subscription list is steadily increasing;— 
we thank those sincerely who have made, and 
others who are now making efforts to circulate 
this periodical. It is important to us as a 
church, that the paper should be as extensively 
circulated as possible. We are also glad to re- 
port that, anumber of those who had discon- 
tinued, have renewed their subscriptions, and 
we expect that many others will follow the 
example. 

Their names will be replaced with pleasure, 
whilst their hearts will be cheered, we trust, 
with every week’s report of the growing inter- 
ests of uur divine Redeemer, in our youngest 
branch of his militant church. 

The position occupied by the publisher, en- 
ables him probably to have as much information 
on the state of our chureh, as any other indivi- 
dual; and he is glad to state that, in his Opinion, 
there is more general peace, and more indubi- 
table evidences. of our prosperity, than at any 
former period of our short history. Indeed, we 
are truly surprized, that so general a union of 
sentiment,—co-operation in effective labor,— 
and so general a surrender of personal views, 
could have been so early introduced into our 
church. Is it not the Lord’s doing? We be- 
lieve it iss and gladly respond, ‘it is marvelous 
| in our eyes.” | 
} Reader, say to every slanderer who would 


‘stating that 
are fabricating and giving currency to a gross 
falsehood. ‘Such should be rebuked sharply, but 
in affection; they do not speak the truth in 
Christ. 
is rising daily.—We do not pretend to say that 
we are as pious as we ought to be; but we trust, 
as a people, we are aiming to serve the Lord 
in sincerity. O 


the nothing;”’ that they 


Our tide of prosperity as a Church 


that we were more holy! 


MISCELLANY. 


A MINISTER'S WORK. 


A writer in the (Methodist) Advocate and 
Journal addresses the following remarks toa 
correspondent who ‘wishes to know if every 
town or village is occupied by one or more sta- 
tioned preachers, whose duty it shall be to preach 
to the people every Sabbath, how is he to employ 
his time through the week.” 

In the first place, there may be many settle- 
ments in the neighborhood of the station, which 
can be benefitted by occasional weekly lectures, 


by holding prayer meetings and class meetings, 


and where the people may be visited from house 
to house for religious edification. But even 


allowing that the minister confines his labors 
exclusively to one congregaton, I apprehend he 
can find enough to do to keep him diligently 
employed: for 


n the second place, he should employ ‘‘at 
least six hours in each day at study.”” This will 
occupy his mornings, after — that exercise 
in the open air which is essential > health. To 
remove local prejudices, to uproot ‘ong estab- 
lished errors, and to diffuse throughout the en- 
tire extent of his congregation a spirit of piety 
and zeal in the cause of God and humanity, he 
should devote no less than two afternoons of 
each Week to visiting from house to house, in 
which he should converse freely with every 
member of the family. This Scriptural duty is 
enforced by our disciplinary regulations 

Thirdly, as a faithful pastor, he will collect all 
the children belonging to his congregation of 
asuitable age for catechetical instruction. And 
let no one suppose that Sabbath schools were 
ever designed, or that they are in any way cal- 
culated to supersede the necessity of this sort 
of instruction. No system of education what- 
ever should be allowed to take the children out 
of the hands of their minister. 
occupy one afternoon of each week. 

Fourthly, there is the Bible class to which he 
must attend. Nor will any thing excuse a min- 
ister from attending to this duty whenever he 
can collect a sufficient number of youth togeth- 
er to form such a class. A Bible class should 
comprehend all the superintendents, visitors, 
and teachers of Sabbath schools; and no man 
or woman should be allowed to be a teacher 
who will not, when he or she can, be a member 
of a Bible class; and no one is fit for a superin- 
tendent who does not either attend a Bible class 
or 1s not competent to teach one; for how can 
he instruct others who is uninstructed himself! 

Fifthly, there are Missionary, Bible and Tract 
Societies to organize and superintend. And 
that these societies may be kept in successful 
Operation, so as to accomplish their design, they 
must be frequently brought into public view; 
the Executive Boards and Committeess mnst 
often meet; and with these the minister must 
be less or more conversant and associated, or 


impose upon the credulity of the ‘public, by 


they will not thrive as they ought; he must in- 


This work will 


og 


| 


deed take the lead in all those important and 
interesting matters, if he would have them 
rosper. 
In to these regular duties, which 
must be attended to systematically, and at con- 
stantly recurring seasons, there are miscellane- 
ous duties of equally an imperious character. 
There are the sick to be visited, prayed with, 
and comforted; the penitent inquirer to be in- 
structed privately; difficulties. among brethren 
to be adjusted; classes to be met and regulated; 
funerals to attend, and marriages to celebrate; 
and finally, to be ready to do every good work 
which may present itself daily to the observa- 
tion of a man whose piety, wisdom and dili- 
gence, give him a commanding nfluence in every 
circle in which he moves. Indeed, no minister 
who feels the awful responsibilities of his sta- 
tion, and the important interests which are con- 
nected with his vocation, will ever find time 
hang heavy on his hands for want of something 
useful todo. And a more biting sarcasm, or a 
more cutting reproach, cannot be thrown at a 
minister of the Lord Jesus, than to have it said 
of him that he is indolent; nor will this be said 
in truth of any sugh oless he betrays his trust 
and buries his talent; for if he is so unfortanate 
as to be naturally sluggish in his disposition, a 
consciousness of his high responsibility will spur 
him on to duty, and excite him to deny him- 
self of ease and luxury, and to crucify that un- 
manly prepensity. 
ow, Messrs. Editors, I think that if your 
correspondent will take these subjects into con- 
sideration; he will no longer fear that a minister 
who confines himself to one single congregation 
will not have enough of labor; nor will any 
well-informed man utter an excuse for a minis- 
ter who wilfully neglects any of these duties. 
If, indeed, he must continually ride from place 
to place, it must be obvious to every thinking 
mind that he can attend to them but partially: 
but where the necessity for this exists, (as I 
doubt not is the case in many places,) let his 
lack of service be supplied by enlisting all the 
local preachers at hand, and other intelligent and 
experienced members, male and female, in this 
great work.—I mean especially the work of our 
benevolent societies; on the success of which 
depends in a great measure, the prosperity of 
our Church. 
* * * * 
Now my fear is, that more will object to my 
theory on accuunt of the multiplicity of the du- 
ties which I have enumerated, than there will 
be found to object because not enough of labor 


is connected with such stations; and I appre-| 


hend that such will trge that they have not time 
sufficient to attend to all these matters. To 
such objectors | would gay, make the trial.’ I 
know it can be done; and done too in such a 
way that one duty need not interfere with ano- 
ther. Let the minister rise early in the miorn- 
ing, having his work systematically arranged, 


and let him enter upon it with only the same 


ardor and regularity which actuates and guides 
the farmer, mechanic, merchant, lawyer, physi- 
cian, or statesman, and he will find plenty of 
time to do all the things above enumerated in 
the manner they ought to be done; and he will 
have the further benefit of being relieved ‘from 
that sort of ennui and anxiety which arise from 
a state of inaction; a state the most listless, 
thriftless, and the source of the most restless 
uneasiness of all the states in which an intelli. 
gent being ean be placed. . Indeed, all the-men 

hat I have known in public life who have: no 
time to do things, are those who do little or no- 
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thing, who merely ‘‘while away their time’’ in 
listless inactivity, and who are governed by a 
morbid sensibility which renders them a burden 
to themselves and al! their friends. You may 
ask such to do whatever you will, and the only 
excuse is, ‘‘L have no time.”’ 


perhaps will consume a whole hour in detaining 
a diligent man from his work, by merely making 
excuses for not doing his duty for want of time. 
A man who loves his. work, lives in his work, 
and his work keeps him alive. He labors assi- 
duously for the public, and the public supports 
him. Put such ministers wherever you will, 
and they will find enough to do, and full time 
to do it all. ScRUTATOR. 


_ TO PARENTS. 


The Christian Spectator has the following very 
just remarks, which are deserving the serious at- 
tention of every Christian parent. | 

There seems at this day to be too little impor- 
tance attached to a direct parental influence in 
securing the early sanctification of children.— 
We are most cordial well-wishers to the cause of 
Sabbath schools and Bible classes, and to all oth- 
er judicious means, which the church has so suc- 
cessfully brought into operation for the religious 
improvement of the young; but we greatly fear, 
that in many instances this has been made an 
apology for relaxing parental vigilance; and thus 
the most important part of the education of chil- 
dren—that which has the most direct bearing on 
their eternal destiny—passes out of the “em | of 


those who are appointed to take the oversight). 


of it, and is turned over almost exclusively to the 
teachers of Sabbath schools. The legitimate de- 
sign of Sabbath schools, is not to supercede,but 
to assist parental effort; and every Christian par- 
ent ought to regard himself as the responsible 
person in this great concern; and while he cheer- 
fully and thankfully avails himself of all the aid 
he can command in training his child in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, he ought to 
expect the blessing chiefly in answer to his own 
prayers and his own faithful effort. If there were 
at this day under the advantages of Sabbath 
school instruction, more watchful restraint,more 
believing and earnest prayer, more looking and 
inquiring after the blessing on the part of Chris- 
tian parents, we doubt not there would be many 
more plants of righteousness to diffuse their fra- 
grance through the garden of the Lord. 


DESCENT OF THE BISHOPS. 


The present amiable and respected Primate 
of all England chances to be the son of a poor 
country clergyman. The Bishop of London 
derives his descent from a schoolmaster in Nor- 
wich. The father of the Bishop of Durham 
was nothing more than a shopkeeper in Lon- 
don. The Bishop of Winchester and Chester, 
boast no nobyjer lineage than belongs to the sons 
of an under-master at Harrow. Bishop Burgess, 
as all the world knows, is the son of that illus- 
trious citizen with whose excellent fish-sauce 
civilized men are generally well acquainted; 
while his lordship of Exeter dates his parentage 
through a long line of hereditary innkeepers in 
the town of Gloucester. Besides these, we 
have the Bishop of Bristol, the sou of a silver- 
smith in. London; the Bishop. of Bangor, the 
son of a schoolmaster in Wallingford; the Bi- 
shop of Llandaff, whose father was a country 


He is always in| 
haste, but never brings any thing to pass; and] 


the middling classes of society-—Frazer’s' 
ne. 


the really talented: and Jaborious poor man, who 
has received a fitting education. 


ON EARLY BESETTING 


Some sins, like seed cast into a soil unsuited | 
to it, takes little or no hold upon our Mattre. ~ 
But it is equally evident, that the besetting sim 
has found its appropriate soil; that ithas “struck 
root downwards, and brought forth fruit up- 
wards,’”’ that it has wound its fibres around every 
faculty of the unconverted heart. How solemn 
is this consideration! In escaping from the be- 


to overcome no raw and untried enemy. 
have to wrestle not Only with flesh and blood, 
but with principalitieseand powers, and with 
spiritual wickednesses in high places; with a 
foe of large powers, and deep malignity, and 
who has already made a strong lodgment in the 
the soul. And shall aman trifle in such ¢it- 
cumstances? Shall he not “awake and afise, 
that Christ may give him light?’ Shall he not 
water his couch with the “tears of godly sor- 
row?” Shall he not say, “I have done iniquity, | 
I will do so no‘more?”’ Shall he not, when the — 
enemy thus ‘‘cometh in like a flood,” call upon 
the Lord to lift up a standard against him? It 
is not for us to attempt to wage a single-handed 
war with our corruptions. 4 


OBITUARY. | 


Departed this life om Friday morning, the — 
llth ultimo, in about the sixty-fifth year of his 
‘age Amos Binney, Esq. 

The death of this highly useful and very en- 
terprizing citizen is universally felt by both Me- 
thodist communities in “Massachusetts, and 
particularly in Boston and the adjacent country. 

To the promotion of the general doctrines of 
the gospel, as held and taught by the Metho- 
dists, he devoted not only the powerful ener- 
gies of his vigorous mind from his youth, but 
also a considerable portion of his ample means. 

The name of Amos Binney stands intimately 
connected with the rise and progress of Metho- 
dism in New, England; and many a minister; 
and many a church, have felt and enjoyed the 
advantages of his offerings. Nor is this all; his 
country also shared largely in his personal ser- 
vices and sacrifices. During ‘the late war with 
England, there were few, if any, who evinced 
more disinterested patriotism, and none whose 
means were advanced with a more abundant 
hand, to sustain the pecuniary and commercial 
credit of the United States, than Amos Binney, 
He not only advanced his own means, but when 
they were exhausted, he laid other wealthy citi- 
zens under temporary contribution, by his zeal 
and patriotism for the furtherance of the credit 


deeds of liberality to his country and the church, 
will not be fully known by the world; but they 
are inscribed on the hearts of many who have 
survived their benefactor; whilst others “who 
have likewise enjoyed them, have passed before 
him into the world of Spirits, His “works fol- 
low him.” May we not ‘hope that some faithful 
biographical tketch of his valuable life, inter-» 


clergyman; with many others, whom it were|his liberal deeds and doings ‘will be given to the: 


superfluous to enumerate. Lincoln, St. Asaph, 
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public by some citizen 
Ely, Peterborough, Gloucester, all spring from" T. F. 
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(In fact,'the church, tiie law) the army, and 
the navy, are so many avenues to greatness for 


setting sin, you have to break no slight bonds, — / 
You 


and reputatién of his country. Many of | 


spersed with some of the numerous incidents:of :” 
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PETER WEEPING. 
BY THE LATE SAMUEL MILLER WARING. 


O strong in purpose, frail in power; 
Where now the pledge so lately given? 
Coward, to creatures of an hour; 
Bold, to the challenged bolts of heaven! 


Shall that fierce eye e’er pour the stream 
Of heart wrung tears before its God ? 
Thus did the rock in Horeb seem 
One moment ere it felt the rod. 


But Jesus turns: mysterious drops 
Before the kindly glance flow fast; 
So melt the snows from mountain tops 
When the dark wintry hour is past. 


What might it be that glance could paint? 
Did one deep touching impress blend 
The more than sage, the more than saint, 

The more than sympathizing friend? 


Was it, that lightning thought retraced 
Some hallow’d hour beneath the moon, 

Or walk or converse high that graced 
The Temple's column’d shade at noon ? 


Say, did that face to memory’s eye 
With gleam’s of Tabor’s glory shine ? 


Or, cid the dews of agony 
Still rest upon that brow divine ? 


I know not; but I know a will 

That, Lord! might frail as Peter’s be! 
A heart that had denied Thee still, 

Even now, without a look from Thee! 


“THERE THE WICKED CEASE FROM TROUBLING, 
AND THERE THE WEARY ARE AT REST.” 


The last cruel tempest has blown, 
The last passing danger is o’er, 

The last dart of Satan is thrown, 
And terror and care are no more. 


No more shall their terrible foe 

Send shaft upon shaft at their breast; 
Their Lord is the conqueror now, 

And Jesus has given them rest. 


And shall I then basely repine ?— 
Oh! would that I murmured less; 
Tho’ sorrow and sighing be mine, 
I bless Him; I cannot but bless. 


What tho’ in the bosom of earth 
These beloved ones peacefully lie! 
They are fled to the place of their birth, 
And happier are they than I. 


How selfish to wish for their stay 
Mid the beggarly elements here; 

Rather plume thee, my spirit, away, 
For flight toa happier sphere; 


For flight from the regions of pain 
To the mansions of pleasure above, 
Where no separation again 
“Shall chill the pure feelings of love. 
For the last cruel tempest has blown, 
The last passing danger is o’er,. 
io ge dart of Satan is thrown, 


| d sorrow and sin are no more! 
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ITEMS. 


DISAPPEARANCES. 


Public attention is beginning to be attracted by the nu” 
merous instances of persons being suddenly missing from 
their accustomed places of resort, without leaving be- 
hind them any traces from which a conjecture as to the 
cause may be formed. Within a few weeks we have had 
occasion to notice two occurrences of this nature in our 
own city, one in Philadelphia, and one in Rahway, N. J. 
Our readers will probably recollect the alarm that was 
caused two or three years ago by frequent repetitions of 
the same circumstance, some of which have not yet been 
accounted for; the excitement at that time was very 
great, and it was seriously thought by many, that those 
who were out late at night, were exposed to perils of a 
more than ordinary fearful description. The circum- 
stance is certainly of a character to give rise to the most 
painful suspicions; and it is much to be wished that some 
light may be thrown upon it. Hitherto it has been mat- 
ter of pride to us, that our city was peculiarly moral and 
peaceable, compared with the principal European capi- 
tals, and that our streets might be visited with almost 
equal safety from insult or injury, at any time in the 
night or at broad noonday. We should deeply regret to 
find this honourable reputation impaired by the repeti- 
tion of circumstances similar to those already alluded to. 

NM. Y. Standard. 


OUTRAGEOUS ASSAULT. 


As a respectable female named Mrs. Langston, accom- 
panied by a young lady was walking in Elm-st. on Tues- 
day evening, they were met by two men who stepped up 
to them, and attempted to enter into a conversation; not 
succeeding. one of them seized the veil of Mrs. Lang- 
ston and tore it from her bonnet; she immediately cried 
out for help, when the same fellow struck her a blow on 
the head, which knocked her down: she was carried 
home insensible, and until yesterday morning her life 
was despaired of. The villain who was most active in 
the assault was taken by the watch, and has since been 


committed to Bridewell. The other escaped and has not 
yet been detected.—Ib. 


CHOLERA NEAR ATTAKAPAS. 


The Attacapas Gazette informs us that the Cholera 
has again made its appearance on the plantations be- 
tween 15 and 20 miles above that place. It appears to 
be almost exclusively confined to the colored population. 
The cases which have occurred latterly do not appear to 
baffle medical skill to such an extent as those which oc- 
curred during the month of October and November; and 
in every instance where medical aid is called in at the 
commencement of the disease, a cure is almost certain 
to follow. Persons attacked who are accustomed to mak- 
ing too free use of ardent spirits, seldom recover from it. 


A shocking accident occurred about ten days ago at 
Paterson, N. J. A Mrs. Glen who had been sitting up 
till a Jate hour awaiting the return of her husband, who 
was absent, was so unfortunate as to have her clothes 
take fire. Her dress being of cotton fabric, was instan- 
taneously in a sheet of flame, which communicated itself 
also to the dress of her small child who was near her, 


and both were so severely burnt, that they survived but 
a few days. 


Important to Importers of Linen Goods.—The Secreta- 
ry of the Treasury has decided, on inquiry as to what 
will be the rates of duty which» will be payable, under 
the act of the 14th July last, after the 3d March next,on 
table diapers, damask napkins, table cloths, sheetings 
brown drillings, bleached drillings, long lawns, Russia 
sheetings, black linens, Russia Diapers, and worsted 
shawls, that the whole of the abovearticles will be liable 
to the existing rate of duty of 25 per ct. ad valorem. 


When Wentworth, Earl of Stafford, was lord lieuten- 
ant of Ireland, he at his own expense, imported and 
sowed a quantity of superior flaxseed; and the crop suc- 
ceeding to his expectation, he next year expended £1000 
for the same purpose; erected looms, procured workmen 
from France or Flanders, and made the first investment of 
Linen ever exported from Ireland. Exulting in the suc- 
cess of this favorite scheme he foretold that it would 

rove the greatest means of enrichment which Ireland 

ad ever enjoyed, and his sagacity is amply attested by 
the industry and wealth the linen manufactory continues 
to diffuse over that portion of the Empire. 


Stafford’s Letters. 


| A proposition has been made'to the Haytien govern- 
ment to establish a regular intercourse between all the 
ports of the Island by the introduction of steam naviga- 
tion. The projector, whose name is not given, but who 
is presumed to be an Englishman or an American, offers 
to maintain a suitable steam vessel, on the condition of 
an exclusive grant for ten years, and other minor privi- 
leges necessary to the success of the scheme. What 
countenance Will be afforded to it by the government is 
yet uncertain, the principal difficulties alleged being the 
existence of a law which prevents such a grant to for- 
eigners, and the inference with the business of the coast- 
ing barges which such a vessel would occasion. 
American. 


A gloomy prospect.—W illiam Whitman, alias Rand,who 
robbed a watchmaker's store some time ago, in Newark, 
(for which however he is not to be tried) was yesterday 
adjudged by the court of Sessions to be sent back to the 
State prison at Sing-Sing, (whence he escaped last sum- 
mer) to serve out his old term, together with what may 
be added for leaving that place so abruptly. He is now 
about 24 years of age, and if he lives to serve his time 
out in all the state prisons to which he is indebted, he 
will be a free man by the time he arrives at the age of 
60 years. 
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